Deédcoven Britac
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. sick and wounded soldiers during th¢
ByLindaLaws . Crimean War between 1854 and 1856. Sk Formore
Community relations advisor met much resistance when she arrived inf fi
the military hospital at Scutariin Turkey, in Orm"fl {on
The role of women in this countrybut eventually the casualties were so gre aboutliving
throughout history has oftenthat she was allowed to work on the ward in Britain
been the result of a tough andnd did much to improve the appalling !
hard fight, but many have endured t@onditions and raise hygiene standard call me at
attain their rightful and due place in our On her return to London in 1860, shg Ext. 3145.
history books. established the Nightingale School fo
Nurses, the first professional training

Emmeline Pankhurst (1858-1928)

One of the
most signifi-
cantlandmarks
for women in
this country
would have to
be getting the
vote. But this
did not come
without a
struggle.

school for nurses.

Margaret Thatcher (1925 -

This is a
name which is
probably more
familiar than all
the others, and
Margaret
Thatcher con-
tinues to be a
living legend.

mentary ses-
sions. For the |8
rest of the time, [
one of the
deputies will
preside. The
speaker is also
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representative |
inits corporate
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Pankhurst plishments in- alrJldSIthe otr:e? Boothroyd
spearheaded Pankhurst clude becom-

elements of Parliament, the House of
Lords and the Crown.

Betty Boothroyd’s appointment to this
ositionin 1992 was unusual because she

the “Suffrag- ing the first
ette” movement and campaigned with hewoman prime
group of followers during a period of 40minister (1979-90) and indeed the first
years to get the vote for women. She&ritish prime minister to win three con-P .
founded the Women's Social and Politicabecutive terms in the 20th century. Whel@s the firstwoman ever to be chosen by

Union in Manchester in 1903. The moveshe resigned in 1990, she had been th€ House as its speaker. She is also the
ment was not always popular because déngest-serving prime minister since 1827175t speaker to be chosen from the Oppo-

some of the militant tactics they usedAmong her colleagues and opponent$ition benches this century — she was
These involved attempting to disruptshe was viewed as a formidable charact Inlythethlr'd to be chosen from the Labour
debates in Parliament and chaining thenwhose mind was not easily changed ondg@rty- She isamember of the Labour Party
selves to railings while voluably makingit was made up. She is well-remembereg{ling as speaker during a Conservative
their case. Pankhurst was jailed three timder the “special relationship” she engen90veérnment. The speaker may continue in
during this time. dered between our two countries, particl2{fice in a new Parliament. We have a

The efforts of her and her followerslarly during Ronald Reagan’s presidencyG€neral Election May 1.

were notinvain, and in 1928, The Repre- Eveninretirement, she continuestob
sentation of the People Act establishedought after for speaking engagemen
voting equality for men and women. Un-the world over.

fortunately it was too late for Pankhurst,
because she died just a few weeks befo@etty Boothroyd (Date)
You will frequently see Betty

the bill was passed.
L Boothroyd if you watch Parliamentary de
Florence Nightingale (1820-1910)  pates on British television, for she is thé
Living atthe current speaker of the House of Com
same time as mons. There are two main things you wil
Emmeline notice about her. One is that she wearst

Thatcher

Pankhurst, was
the famous
nurse Florence
Nightingale
who was also
known as the
“Lady of the
Lamp” because
of the way she
worked

throughout the

night tending Nightingale

state robes and wig of the Speaker of tHe J
House and the other is that the word you ™
will hear her utter more than any other i
“order!” ) ) )
Her duties include acting as chairma For information on rail services
during political debates, and seeing thgt throughoutthe country, call (0345)
the rules laid down by the House for cart 484950 for national information or
rying on its business are observed. This (0345) 818919 forinfomration on our
can be quite a hard task during debates pn local network, the West Anglia Great
emotional issues. She normally sits on h¢r Northern Railway. Calls are chargeg
prestigious green leather chair from 2:30[- at local rates.
4:30 p.m., 6:30and 7:30 p.m. during Parlig-
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